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Not On Our WatchCatholic Companion and Discussion GuideBy Jane Deren, Sr. Katherine Feely, SND with Br. Bill Griffin, CFX and Elizabeth Leipold

“The news from some African countries continues to cause profound suffering 
and much concern…I ask you not to forget about these tragic events and 
the brothers and sisters who are involved in them! [D]espite a momentary 
glimmer of hope, Darfur remains a tragedy without end for hundreds of 
thousands of defenseless and abandoned persons[...]I ask the local political 
authorities, the leaders of the international community and every person 
of goodwill not to give up on efforts to bring and end to the violence and to 
honor the commitments that have been made, in a way that will provide 
a solid basis for peace and development. We entrust our petitions to Mary, 
Queen of Africa.”

— Pope Benedict XVI, Address in St. Peter’s Square, April 27, 2008

Not on Our Watch is an engrossing and accessible book 
that can help us focus in on the tragic events unfolding 
in Darfur while still seeking a horizon of hope. It calls 
us not only to understand the facts but also to reflect 
upon the Christian call to respond to the suffering. 
The urgent call to action is a cause for hope: hope that 
the violence can end, hope that lasting peace can be 
secured, hope that together, each voice and effort can 
make a difference.

The Catholic Companion and Discussion Guide  
to Not On Our Watch is designed to be used 
along side the book. By understanding of the 
forces at work in Sudan which have led to the 
conflict and violence in Darfur, we can bring the 
tradition and grounding of our faith to direct 
our action and engage our advocacy.

A great resource for use in: 

- Parishes 
- Book Groups 
- Small Christian Communities 
- High School Classrooms 
- College Campuses  
- Social Concerns Committees

12 Not On Our Watch | Catholic Companion and Discussion Guide | Chapter One

Chapter One Challenges & Choices

Chapter Overview

Chapter One, Challenges and Choices, introduces readers to John Prendergast and Don Cheadle, 

who share what they have personally witnessed: �e government of Sudan commi�ing crimes 

against humanity against its own citizens. �e writers challenge readers to act on behalf of justice 

for these sisters and brothers in Sudan who su�er unspeakable violations of their human dignity 

and rights. �ey begin to articulate their own choice to respond to the twenty-�rst century’s sad 

repetition of state-sponsored violence against innocent persons. 

Catholic Social Teaching Principle: The Dignity of the Human Person

Catholic Social Teaching is anchored in the dignity and sacredness of each human person. Chapter 

One of Not on Our Watch reveals what violating this principle means in the real world: human mis-

ery, su�ering and death on vast scales and violations of the basic human rights to life, family, faith 

and development as persons. We are witnessing these crimes against humanity and are called to act. 

To deny this call is to violate a law wri�en on our hearts and to compromise our own dignity and 

sacredness as persons. We must ground our response to both the tragedy and the hope this book 

relates by embracing the CST principle of the dignity and sacredness of every person.

God of compassion, you challenged Moses 

To be a force for justice,  

To bring good news to the captives. 

 

Do you come to us in a conflagration  

We try to ignore? 

 

Or is there a small still voice  

We could hear if we turned down the noise? 

 

Like Moses, we stammer our unworthiness; 

Like Moses, we ponder your invitation. 

Opening Prayer
by Jane Deren

A young boy  on a hill overlooking the town of El Geneina, which has seen an influx of an additional 800,000 people 

as a result of the conflict.
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Scripture Connection and Reflection:  

“I have witnessed the affliction of my people.” 

But the LORD said, “I have witnessed the a�iction of my people in Egypt and have heard their 

cry of complaint against their slave drivers, so I know well what they are su�ering. �erefore 

I have come down to rescue them �om the hands of the Egyptians and lead them out of that 

land into a good and spacious land, a land �owing with milk and honey, the country of the 

Canaanites, Hi�ites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. So indeed the cry of the Israelites 

has reached me, and I have truly noted that the Egyptians are oppressing them. Come, now! I 

will send you to Pharaoh to lead my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, 

“Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and lead the Israelites out of Egypt?” He answered, “I 

will be with you; and this shall be your proof that it is I who have sent you: when you bring my 

people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this very mountain.”

 

— Exodus 3:7-12

Reflection & Discussion Questions

Moses saw his people’s grief but did not act until God commanded him. Moses o�ered excuses 

about why he wasn’t capable. Why are humans sometimes reluctant to take up the cause of 

justice and peace? Why do we think we are not capable of “doing something.” Why does God 

keep o�ering us challenges to do so?

Media and technology can play a role in avoiding the problems of the 

human community or can play a role in helping us recognize the issues in 

the “global village.” Re�ect on how our media culture helps us relate to, or 

tune out, the situation in Darfur. In what ways can media help us listen to 

God’s challenge to us regarding the people in Darfur?

Where else can we listen to see if God is asking us to act on behalf of jus-

tice for His people in Darfur? How do we �nd the time to study and pray 

about situations such as Darfur? How can our faith communities support 

each other in this process?

As we read through and discuss this book, re�ect on the choices that open 

up to us as we pray and learn more about Darfur and the responses many 

people are making to this crisis. What are some immediate choices that 

come to mind? Where might these lead you? How can you hold these in 

prayer during the weeks ahead?

God of compassion, you challenged Moses 

To be a force for justice,  

To bring good news to the captives. 

 

Do you come to us in a conflagration  

We try to ignore? 

 

Or is there a small still voice  

We could hear if we turned down the noise? 

 

Like Moses, we stammer our unworthiness; 

Like Moses, we ponder your invitation.

Closing Prayer
by Jane Deren

The content of each chapter engages 
scripture, Catholic Social Teaching, 
questions for reflection and prayer.  

www.educationforjustice.org

Not on Our Watch 
Catholic Companion  
and Discussion Guide

“Be watchful! Listen! Through the dissonance and division of our 
world, can you hear the concordant voice of humanity? From the 
forlorn child in a Darfur camp…or perhaps even now from the 
depth of your own heart, there emerges the same human cry for 
recognition, for belonging, for unity.”

— Pope Benedict XVI, Address at World Youth Day Vigil, August 2008

Download the Not on Our Watch — Catholic Companion  
and Discussion Guide for free at www.darfurchristianaction.org
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